The Ancestry of Sir John Alexander MacDonald and myself
(acquired from Ancestry by Calley Conley-MacDonald Hays, Kansas, USA)

Glasgow will be the venue for the Commonwealth Games in 2014.  It is probably purely fortuitous, but uniquely appropriate that Glasgow should host the Games in 2014 as, shortly thereafter, there is a significant anniversary that links Glasgow to the very origins of what became the Commonwealth.  January 10th 2015 will be the 200th anniversary of the birth in Glasgow of Sir John Alexander MacDonald, the founding father and first Prime Minister of Canada.

The Commonwealth Secretariat has a brief history of the Commonwealth on their website http://www.thecommonwealth.org/Internal/191086/34493/history/ which contains the following;-
<quote>

Though the modern Commonwealth is just 60 years old, the idea took root in the 19th century.
In 1867, Canada became the first colony to be transformed into a self-governing 'Dominion', a newly constituted status that implied equality with Britain.  The empire was gradually changing and Lord Rosebury, a British politician, described it in Australia in 1884 as a “Commonwealth of Nations".

This definition was incorporated into British law in 1931 as the Statute of Westminster.  It was adopted immediately in Canada, the Irish Free State, Newfoundland (which joined Canada in 1949) and South Africa.  Australia and New Zealand followed.  India, Britain's largest colony at the time, became a Dominion at independence in 1947 and remained so until January 1950, when the Indian Republic was born.

<endquote>

So when Sir John Alexander MacDonald negotiated and led Canada to Independence in 1867, he would not have known it then, but it was the first of a sequence of events that contributed to the eventual establishment of the Commonwealth as a formal Institution.
I am unaware of any plans in Glasgow or Scotland to mark the 200th anniversary of his birth, but perhaps it might be considered appropriate to mark the link between Glasgow and the very origins of the Commonwealth by the 2014 Commonwealth Games being also known as the “Sir John Alexander MacDonald Games”.

Undoubtedly the Commonwealth Games will attract a lot of visitors to Glasgow and Scotland.  I do not believe that it is properly appreciated, but ancestral tourism is a significant component of the Scottish tourist industry, and thus the wider Scottish economy.  No doubt there will be many visitors from North America, some of whom will have an interest in Sir John Alexander MacDonald, but unfortunately there will be very little of his heritage for them to follow.  He does not even warrant a mention in the Famous Scots Archive on the Scotlands People website.
To the best of my present knowledge, it is probable that Sir John Alexander MacDonald is descended from Robert the Bruce, and, as such, he was a true son of Scotland.  This article explores the possible basis for this.
A
Background

There is a strong family tradition that has been handed down over many generations that we are related to Sir John Alexander MacDonald, the founding father and first Prime Minister of Canada, and that we are descended from the Scottish King, Robert the Bruce, King Robert I of Scotland.  I was rather sceptical about the veracity of the latter, but from the research I have undertaken, it is not proven per se, but I believe that the circumstantial evidence indicates that it is quite probably true.

According to the Family History, my 4xGreat Grandfather was John MacDonald, the Grandfather of Sir John Alexander MacDonald and it goes on to say that my 3xGreat Grandfather; James MacDonald left Rogart with his brothers Donald and Hugh (the father of Sir John Alexander MacDonald) and went to Glasgow.  I believe that this must have happened in 1800 or 1801, as, when their sister Anne married Hugh Murray on 20/08/1802 (ref.  GROS 047 /0010 0320), their father John was by then living at Fourpenny in the Parish of Dornoch.  This date also corresponds with the information in the article on the ancestry of Sir John Alexander MacDonald by Colonel Gilbert Gunn in the Northern Times on 27/09/1923.  In Glasgow the brothers set up a cotton business, and it was when that business collapsed that Hugh and his family, including Sir John Alexander MacDonald, emigrated to Canada.
In the 1960s I helped my mother with research into the Family History on behalf of relatives in Canada, and it caused some consternation in the family when I came across Pope’s biography of Sir John Alexander MacDonald and there was no mention of his father Hugh having a brother James.  However further research has shown that when my 4xGreat Grandfather John MacDonald married Jean MacDonald on 18/08/1778 it must have been John’s second marriage (John was aged 42 and Jean was aged 21).  I can only speculate that John’s first wife died leaving him with young children, hence the imperative to find another wife.
It should be pointed out that Pope’s book contains factual inaccuracies regarding my 4xGreat Grandfather John MacDonald.  On pages 1 and 2 it states that “About a century ago there lived in Dornoch a certain Mr. John Macdonald, a native of the neighbouring parish of Rogart, who had removed to Dornoch when a young man, and established himself as a merchant.  Gifted with excellent judgment, prudent, thrifty, and economical, it was not long until his business grew to be the most considerable in the place, while the uprightness of his character and his kindly disposition won for him the respect and good will of his fellow-townsmen to such a degree that they elected him again and again to the provost's chair without opposition.”  As stated previously John moved to Fourpenny in the Parish of Dornoch some time just prior to 1802, so when he moved he must have been aged 64 or 65, and therefore was not a young man, and also, as researched by Colonel Gilbert Gunn, John MacDonald was never Provost of Dornoch.  Pope’s book also gives Sir John Alexander MacDonald’s birth date as 11th January 1815, whereas my Family History gives it as 10th January 1815, which date is corroborated by the official record of his christening (see below).
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Birth record GROS 644/001 0210 0201 Sir John Alexander MacDonald 10/01/1815
My 3xGreat Grandfather; James MacDonald was a witness at Sir John Alexander MacDonald’s, christening, therefore there is a likelihood that he may have been Sir John Alexander MacDonald’s Godfather.  In turn, at the christening of my Great Grandfather James MacDonald (Jnr) in 1842, Sir John Alexander MacDonald was named on the baptism record as Godfather (Sir John A. was on a visit to Scotland at that time).
The immediate contextual family ancestry can be summarised as follows;
1. My 4xGreat Grandfather; John MacDonald, born 1736 (Strathbrora?), died 1822 Dornoch (Grandfather of Sir John Alexander MacDonald).

2. My 3xGreat Grandfather; James MacDonald (Snr), Born 1760’s/1770s Rogart, Strathbrora (?), Sutherland, died 04/02/1851, Zorra, Ontario Canada.

3. My 2xGreatGrandfather; William MacDonald, born 1815, Donegal, Ireland, died 18/04/1888 Glasgow.

4. My Great-grandfather; James MacDonald (Jnr) born 12/02/1842, Greenock, christened 21/03/1842, died 08/04/1909 Jarrow England.

5. Hugh MacDonald, born 12/12/1782 Rogart, died 19/08/1841 Kingston, Ontario Canada (Father of Sir John Alexander MacDonald).

James (Senior) must have been John MacDonald’s son by his first marriage, and Hugh his son by his second marriage to Jean Macdonald in 1778.

B
Marriages of John MacDonald (My 4xGreat Grandfather)

BMD records for Rogart parish prior to 1800 are very scarce, almost non-existent.  However there is BMD and supporting evidence to show that John MacDonald married twice.  His (second) marriage to Jean MacDonald and the birth of their children is recorded in Pope’s biography of Sir John Alexander Macdonald, but there are no surviving OPR records to substantiate this.  However the following relevant births are recorded in the Rogart OPR prior to 1778;
	GROS Ref
	Date
	Name
	Location
	Father
	Mother

	055/ 0010 0008
	24/02/1770
	Muriad MacDonald
	Banscol
	John MacDonald
	Not named

	055/ 0010 0010
	12/07/1770
	Katherin MacDonald
	Braegrudy
	Norman MacDonald
	Not named

	055/ 0010 0019
	16/03/1772
	Kate MacDonald 
	Braegrudy
	Norman MacDonald
	Not named

	055/ 0010 0020
	03/05/1772
	John MacDonald 
	Banscol
	John MacDonald
	Not named


The evidence for the first marriage comes from descendants in Canada and America of the John MacDonald born in 1772 with who I am in contact.  They have provided details of their ancestry and copies of book extracts, newspaper articles, photographs etc relating to their family history and their relationship to Sir John Alexander MacDonald.  This John MacDonald moved to Argyll and married a Mary Calhoon (Colquhoun?).  In 1815, they and their 5 children, Hugh, Mary, Nancy, John and Duncan, emigrated to Canada and settled in Tilbury East Township, Kent County, Ontario.  Local Newspapers reported that Sir John Alexander MacDonald visited Hugh, the eldest son.  Hugh died 3rd June 1891 and was buried in Ruthven United Cemetery, Gosfield, Essex County, Ontario.
This is supported on page 246 of EB Biggar’s book “Anecdotal life of Sir John MacDonald” <http://www.archive.org/details/cihm_00133>, where it states that “Another cousin, Hugh Macdonald of Essex county, Ont., died the day before the Premier, at the age of 87.”
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Photograph of the grave of Hugh MacDonald, and an extract from a local newspaper report of his death.
The family followed the Scottish naming tradition, therefore John MacDonald born in 1772 must have been the third son.  There are no OPR birth records for my 3xGreat Grandfather; James MacDonald, but I believe that he resulted from this first marriage and there were probably other currently unknown siblings.

I believe that the first of the above births, Muriad, is referred to in the Family History and is that of a Margaret MacDonald who is reported to have married a relative of the Earl of Glasgow called Boyle, and who lived in Gilmour Place, Edinburgh.  Muriad is probably a variant of the Gaelic equivalent name for Margaret.  My mother used to recount how, as a girl, her parents took her to a “Grand House” in Edinburgh where her birth was recorded in a MacDonald Family Bible.  It could be that the house was that of a descendant of this Margaret/Muriad.

Thus we know that the first record of my 4xGreat Grandfather; John MacDonald (1736-1822) is at Banscol near Braegrudy in Strathbrora.

The births in Braegrudy where Norman MacDonald was the father will be referred to later.
C
Major John MacDonald and the MacDonalds of Strathbrora in Rogart Parish
4 excerpts from the autobiography of Major John MacDonald were published in the Celtic Magazine in 1885.  The last page (see below) is very relevant.
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And thus we leave the gallant old warrior enjoying the repose

e had so hardly earned, but we confess we should have liked to
have learned something of the after career of his son, who,
o doubt, if his life was spared, rose in his profession.

At the end of the manuscript, from which the foregoing selec-
tions have been taken, is ll\e following pedigree of the writer :—
“John, son of
Angus, son of
William, son of
Norman, son of
Murdoch, son of
Donald, son of
John (who came to Sutherland from Dingwall), son of
Llerk or Clerach.
‘]‘Clerach or Clerk, Manach or Monk of the Monastery of
Beauly.
“This monk (as it is handed down) of Beauly was a Mac-
donald and his son being Clerk to the town of Dingwall was com-
monly called Clerach, from his office, by which his son John
was sometimes called Mac-a-Chlerich and Mac-a-Mhannich, at
which he seemed always offended, not chosing to be run out of
his proper surname ; but, as is commonly the case, the more he
resented it, the more the joke prevailed, and ended in his killing a
youth who had perhaps followed it too far. But probably having
greater interest with the then Macdonald, Earl of Ross, John
 thought it prudent to make his escape, and settled in Braegrudy,
" in the parish of Rogart. Thus I am positive that in a lineal de-
- scent no more than the above five were born there before myself.
And our burying-place being in the outskirts of the church-yard
show our being ' late comers; whereas Murrays, Mackays,
Sutherlands, and Douglases are centrical, and near the church
wall. And in my early days our people went by the appellation
| of Sliochd a Mhannich, commonly, which offended them very
- much, they knowing nothing of a Monk but judging that it
- meant only a capon. The repetition backwards is—
“Ian Mac Inish vic Uilliam vic Hormaid vic Mhurchie vic
Dhoill vic Ian vic a Chlerich vic a Mhannich.”
Any information respecting the descendants of Major Mac-
donald, would, no doubt, prove interesting to the reader, and we
shall be glad to receive such. M. A. ROSE.

All born in Sutherland.
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This last page details the ancestry of Major John MacDonald.  The points to note for later reference are;

· The oldest ancestor listed is a "Monk” called MacDonald from Beauly Priory (see Section E)
· Major John MacDonald’s ancestral connection with Sutherland starts at Braegrudy in Strathbrora.

We know from earlier in Major MacDonald’s autobiography that he had a cousin William MacDonald.

Major John MacDonald was born in 1721, and died 1792 at Rogart.  There is a strong belief in the Rogart area that the MacDonald families there originate from a single progenitor, the line of Major John MacDonald [Source: page 147 of “Rogart; The Story of a Sutherland Crofting Community” by John MacDonald], and it is well known that the families of Strathbrora were a very closed and tightly knit community who were known for intermarrying within their own community, even their own close relatives.  Therefore, as the first record of my 4xGreat Grandfather; John MacDonald was at Banscol near Braegrudy, he and Major John MacDonald were very probably related (not proven per se as yet).
D
Relationship between the family lines of Major John MacDonald and my 4xGreat Grandfather John MacDonald
Establishing the relationship of the various MacDonald families in Rogart and surrounding Parishes is relatively straightforward for the period from 1800 to 1820 onwards as the OPR’s are available, but before 1800 the available information is limited.  For this earlier period, I have used a different approach by looking at what information is available on the bigger picture, what information is available on the detail within that and the level of information that is likely to be missing.  From that, by using informed judgement, an assessment can be made of the available information and what assumptions or conclusions can be drawn from that.  The first and second statistical accounts for Scotland <http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/sas/sas.asp?action=public&passback=> provides the Sutherland population by Parish for the Censuses from 1755 to 1831.  The following table gives this information, to which I have added the number of MacDonalds in the 1841 and 1851 Censuses.
	Census

Parish
	Total Population of Parish
	
	MacDonalds

	
	1755
	1791
	1801
	1811
	1821
	1831
	
	1841
	1851

	Assynt
	1800
	3000
	2419
	
	2803
	3161
	
	101
	71
	 

	Durness
	1000
	1182
	1208
	1155
	1004
	1153
	
	23
	36
	 

	Tongue
	1093
	1439
	
	
	
	2030
	
	28
	23
	 

	Eddrachillis
	869
	1024
	
	
	
	1965
	
	55
	58
	 

	Farr
	2800
	2600
	
	
	
	2200
	
	138
	152
	 

	Kildonan
	1433
	1365
	1440
	1564
	565
	257
	
	6
	66
	 

	Loth
	1193
	1370
	1374
	1380
	2008
	2234
	
	87
	15
	 

	Golspie
	1302
	1700
	
	
	1030
	1149
	
	52
	67
	 

	Clyne
	1406
	1660
	1643
	1639
	1874
	1711
	
	72
	70
	 

	Rogart
	1761
	2000
	2022
	2148
	1986
	1805
	
	83
	77
	 

	Dornoch
	2780
	2541
	
	
	3100
	3380
	
	65
	96
	 

	Lairg
	1010
	1350
	1209
	1354
	1094
	1045
	
	72
	102
	 

	Criech
	1705
	1730
	1974
	1969
	2354
	2562
	
	102
	146
	 


It is worthwhile looking at the statistical accounts as in a lot of cases they contain additional demographic information, e.g. breakdowns by sex, age ranges, average family size, number of families in the parish, number of births and marriages, occupations, emigration etc.
The MacDonald component of the total population for 1755 was estimated based on sampling of the information for MacDonald births in relation to total number of births for later years using the OPRs currently in my possession.  This indicated that the MacDonald component of the total Rogart Parish population to be no more than 4%, possibly 5%.  The predominant family names are MacKay/McKay, Sutherland, Murray, Munro et alia.  I could not find the total populations of the parishes in the 1841 and 1851 censuses to check if the percentage figure for MacDonald/McDonald in these Censuses held true.  Using a figure of 4.5% would give a Rogart MacDonald population in 1755 of about 78, or using an average of 6 persons per family (an approximate mean from the statistical account figures), this would give about 13 MacDonald families in Rogart.  Other information in the statistical accounts indicates that the population of the parishes would appear to approximately double every 100 years prior to the effects of the clearances and emigration kicking in.
The only pre 1800 list of names I have for Rogart is the 1745 Militia List which lists Males aged 16 to 60.  The MacDonalds listed are;

	Family
	Location
	Christian Name

	1
	Rhine
	Paul

	2
	Rhine
	Angus

	3
	Muie
	Alexander

	4
	Blarich
	John

	5
	Braegrudy
	Alexander

	
	
	John

	6
	Braegrudy
	Norman

	
	
	William

	7
	Riarquhar
	William

	8
	Rogart
	Finlay

	9
	Aberscross
	William

	10
	
	Alexander

	11
	Pronsie
	Alexander


The above, although 10 years earlier, seems to be reasonably consistent with the deductions made previously for MacDonald families in Rogart Parish in 1755.  Therefore it is probable that the above accounts for most of the MacDonald families in Rogart Parish.
It is interesting then to consider this list in the context of the MacDonalds of Rogart of that period for which information exists that have been previously referenced, and to account for these in relation to the total population in the bigger picture (in the table above) by applying a weight of evidence approach.

Major John MacDonald
Is he listed in the above table?  He was born in 1721 so qualifies on age, but he was already serving in the army.  There are two John entries in the table at Blarich and Braegrudy.  Major Macdonald is referenced on his gravestone as being of Blarich.
William MacDonald
Cousin of Major John MacDonald.  By 1745 he had left the army.  Is he the William at Braegrudy or Riarquhar.  The Braegrudy entry is more likely to be relevant in my view.

John MacDonald
My 4x Great Grandfather and also the Grandfather of Sir John Alexander MacDonald.  He was born 1736 so would not be listed above, but his father probably is.  We know from the OPRs that he lived at Banscol near Braegrudy before he moved to Dalmore when he married Jean MacDonald in 1778.  We also know that John had at least two brothers Norman and Robert.  Again The Braegrudy entries are likely to be relevant in my view.
Norman MacDonald
The Norman in the above table is probably not the brother of the John Macdonald directly above.  John’s brother was probably too young and is listed below in Table NOR1-1 together with OPR References.  The Norman MacDonald in the 1745 Militia List is probably the one listed in Table NOR1-1-Add1 below, (again with OPR References), and I believe that he is the father of Margaret MacDonald who married James Douglas a weaver and lived at Taunachy.  She emigrated to Earltown Nova Scotia with her son Robert after the death of James (see the 1809 Rogart militia list).  I also found a military record in the TNA Archives of a Norman MacDonald born in Rogart in 1774 that I believe is the son of this Norman MacDonald.

Robert MacDonald
Brother of John MacDonald above is not listed in the militia list as he was probably aged under 16.  We know that he moved to Golspie and was married to Janet Grant.  He died between 1812 and 1818 at Wester Aberscross, see Table ROB1-1 below.  There are a number of OPR records for Robert MacDonalds from the second half of the 18th Century that require further investigation.

Research has shown that in later generations the Christian name “Norman” in this part of Sutherland is confined to the descendants of Norman MacDonald (and Janet Gunn) who was the brother of my 4x Great Grandfather John MacDonald.  The application of the Scottish naming tradition would suggest that the birth records in Section B, points 2 and 3 at Braegrudy in Strathbrora where the father is Norman MacDonald are probably the same family line.
I believe that the 4 entries in the 1745 Militia List in Braegrudy, Alexander, John, Norman and William are probably all closely related, and, because of the Norman connection, are probably related to Sir John Alexander Macdonald.  If William was the cousin referred to in Major John MacDonald’s autobiography, then there is the putative link between Major John MacDonald and Sir John Alexander MacDonald.  The ancestry of Major John MacDonald and my 4x Great Grandfather John MacDonald all lead back to the Braegrudy area of Strathbrora in Rogart Parish.
Table NOR1-1

	
	Forename
	Surname
	Bth

Day
	Bth

Mth
	Bth

Year
	Birth

Place
	Parish
	GROS

Reference
	Marriage

Date/Place
	Marriage

GROS Ref.
	Death
	GROS Ref.

	Father
	Norman
	MacDonald
	
	
	
	
	
	
	13/12/1774

Golspie
	051/ 0020 0063
	
	

	Mother
	Janet
	Gunn
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Child 1
	Annabella
	MacDonald
	
	
	1782
	
	
	
	James
	MacKay
	08/01/1866
	055/00 0002

	Child 2
	James
	MacDonald
	
	
	1783
	
	
	
	Barbara
	MacKay
	17/10/1863
	055/00 0021

	Child 3
	Donald
	MacDonald
	
	
	1788
	
	
	
	N/A
	
	23/11/1857
	055/00 0017

	Child 4
	Alexander
	MacDonald
	
	
	1797
	
	
	
	Betsy
	MacKay
	10/09/1871
	055/00 0018


1841 Census
055/00 002/00 008
Banscol 
Annabella

Table NOR1-1-Add1

	
	Forename
	Surname
	Bth

Day
	Bth

Mth
	Bth

Year
	Birth

Place
	Parish
	GROS

Reference
	Marriage

Date/Place
	Marriage

GROS Ref.
	Death
	GROS Ref.

	Father
	Norman
	MacDonald
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mother
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Child 1
	Margaret
	MacDonald
	
	
	1760
	
	
	
	[James??]
	Douglas
	
	

	Child 2
	Katherin
	McDonald
	12
	7
	1770
	Barcognidie
	Rogart
	055/ 0010 0010
	
	
	
	

	Child 3
	Kate
	MacDonald
	16
	3
	1772
	Barcognidie
	Rogart
	055/ 0010 0019
	
	
	
	

	Child 4
	Norman
	MacDonald
	
	
	1774
	
	Rogart
	WO97/1034/059/001
	
	
	
	


Table ROB1-1

	
	Forename
	Surname
	Bth

Day
	Bth

Mth
	Bth

Year
	Birth

Place
	Parish
	GROS

Reference
	Marriage

Date/Place
	Marriage

GROS Ref.
	Death
	GROS Ref.

	Father
	Robert
	MacDonald
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1812-1818
	

	Mother
	Janet
	Grant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Child 1
	Roderick
	MacDonald
	09
	08
	1771
	Blarich
	Rogart
	055/ 0010 0015
	
	
	
	

	Child 2
	Robert
	MacDonald
	
	
	1778
	
	
	
	Catherine
	MacKay
	??/??/1840
	

	Child 3
	Mary
	MacDonald
	
	
	
	
	
	
	18/08/1797
	051/ 0020 0071
	
	

	Child 4
	George
	MacDonald
	
	
	1796
	
	
	
	
	
	08/11/1868
	


E
Original ancestors of the MacDonald families in Rogart Parish –  the link with Beauly Priory
As noted in the autobiography of Major John MacDonald, the oldest ancestor listed is a ”Monk” called MacDonald from Beauly Priory.

The eastern seaboard of Sutherland and Easter Ross is not a traditional homeland for the Clan Donald, and the earliest record I have so far identified for a MacDonald/McDonald presence in this wider area is the 1411 invasion by Donald of Harlaw and the 1411 appointment of Cristin MacDonald/Donaldson as Prior of Beauly.  For Rogart and Clyne Parishes the MacDonald component will likely derive from this, whilst for Creich and, to a lesser extent Lairg, the MacDonald influx with the Munro of Foulis sub-chief about one or two centuries later will have an influence.

In 1411 Donald 2nd Lord of the Isles (Donald of Harlaw) invaded Ross-shire in pursuit of his claim to the Earldom of Ross.  Prior to the battle of Harlaw there was a battle at Dingwall at which Donald prevailed.  Amongst those he defeated was Fraser the Laird of Lovat.  At that time Beauly Priory was under the patronage of the Frasers of Lovat.  On pages 153/154 of Volume 1 of the History of Clan Donald by the by the Reverends Angus and Archibald MacDonald < http://www.archive.org/details/clandonald01macd> it states;

“Macdonald of the Isles having taken possession of the Castle of Dingwall [after the battle of Dingwall] and garrisoned it, resumed his march, and proceeded to Inverness by Beauly.  At the latter place he halted, and diverting his line of march he proceeded to Castle Downie and administered a well-merited chastisement to the Laird of Lovat and his Frasers, who had the temerity to oppose the Island Lord's pretensions to the Earldom of Ross.”

The hypothesis that I have been researching is that it is probably more than coincidence that at this very same time a new Prior of Beauly was appointed, almost certainly at the behest of Fraser of Lovat, and his name was Cristin Donaldson or Cristin MacDonald (depending on the source referenced).  [Sources: “Medieval Religious Houses: Scotland with an Appendix on the Houses in the Isle of Man, Second Edition, (London, 1976)”, p.  84 by Ian B. Cowan & David E. Easson, and “The Heads of Religious Houses in Scotland from the 12th to the 16th Centuries” pages 15-18 by D.E.R. Watt, & N.F. Shead, published by The Scottish Records Society, New Series, Volume 24, (Edinburgh, 2001)].
The Priors of Beauly around that time were;

· Thomas, x 1407 

· Matthew alias Walter, 1407-1411

· Cristin MacDonald/Donaldson, 1411

· Gilbert MacPherson, 1430

· Alexander Fraser, 1430-1471

The names (Cristin Donaldson or Cristin MacDonald) are undoubtedly an Anglicisation of the Gaelic for “Cristin son of Donald”.
In researching the history of Donald, 2nd Lord of the Isles he is listed as having variously 6 or 7 children depending on the source referenced;

1
Alexander MacDonald, Lord of the Isles, Earl of Ross (died 07.05.1449)

2
Angus MacDonald, Bishop of the Isles

3
Son, a Monk

4
Anna MacDonald

5
Mariotta MacDonald

6
Daughter

The third son (or fourth child – depending on which version you look at) is never named per se, but is always referred to as “A Monk”.  My hypothesis is further that “Cristin son of Donald” is in fact Cristin the son of Donald, 2nd Lord of the Isles, and Cristin is also the “Monk” referred to in Major John MacDonald’s autobiography, the timeline would appear to fit this hypothesis.  The information from the Clan Donald History puts Donald in the right place at the right time and provides a motive for Donald to have his son installed as Prior of Beauly.  It also provides a Christian name, “Cristin” for this hitherto unnamed third son.  It would have been natural for Donald to impose his authority on the area after prevailing at the Battle of Dingwall by insisting that the Laird of Lovat (who was amongst those defeated) install his son as the Prior of Beauly.

To try and find evidence that this Cristin Donaldson or Cristin MacDonald was the son of Donald 2nd Lord of the Isles I followed up my hypothesis with the senior Archivist at the Highland Archives in Inverness and the Archivist at the Clan Donald Centre in Skye.
Alistair Macleod, the senior Archivist at the Highland Archives in Inverness advised that they had no direct records of Beauly Priory going back as far as 1411, but he had researched other sources.  He further advised that that if the references to Cristin MacDonald or Cristin Donaldson came from a church source (which they did) he would place a lot of credence on them and he also thought that it was highly probable that these two names were an Anglicisation of “Cristin son of Donald”.  He said that it was not unknown/unusual in those days for someone in a position such as Donald’s to place sons in church positions.  This was akin to an insurance policy to ensure continuation of their line.  If in future someone with a grievance against Donald was to seek revenge on him by murdering him and/or all his family (not unknown in those times, and the battles of Dingwall and Harlaw had led to Donald making powerful enemies, including the Regent), it was extremely unlikely that they would move against a church official (also in those days celibacy of church officials was not required).  He believed that after the battle of Dingwall, Fraser of Lovat would not want to antagonise Donald further and would want to keep on the right side of him, so as Fraser of Lovat held the patronage of Beauly Priory, if Donald had wanted to protect his son and his line by making him a churchman, Fraser would likely have agreed to facilitate this.  He thought that if Cristin was in fact the son of Donald Lord of the Isles, it would not be unusual for there to be no mention of this to be found now.  In those days when the accounts were written it was concerning those in the political forefront, and if someone had been placed in the church to protect them and ensure succession of the line, they would not be mentioned.

Similarly the Clan Donald Centre had no primary information to support or refute my hypothesis, so to progress this further could mean spending years at the Archives in Edinburgh researching 15th or 16th Century manuscripts which would probably be written in Latin.
F
Conclusions
Chronologically the appointment of Cristin MacDonald as Prior of Beauly would appear to follow on after the Battle of Dingwall and after the visit of Donald to Fraser.  If these were the first records of Clan Donald in the area, I cannot foresee Fraser of Lovat appointing a MacDonald as Prior, especially after he had just been defeated by Donald, unless Donald had co-erced him into doing so.  As for Donald, he had just thwarted the ambition of the Regent to take over the Earldom of Ross, and must have had genuine concerns (justified by subsequent events) over his own future safety and the future safety of his family.  Therefore I think there is a good probability that Cristin was the son of Donald who was a Monk.  We know from Major John MacDonald's autobiography that he was descended from a Grandson of a Monk called MacDonald of Beauly Priory who fled to Strathbrora (Braegrudy) and became the progenitor of the MacDonald line there.  If you count back the number of generations involved at 30 years per generation from Major John being born in 1721, the timeline fits with this Monk being Cristin (son of Donald).  If you count forward from 1411 to the 1745 Rogart Militia List taking into account the rate of increase of population derived from the Statistical Accounts of Scotland, adjusting for the first MacDonald in Strathbrora being the Grandson of Cristin, there would also appear to be a reasonable fit.
Donald’s mother was Margaret Stewart the daughter of King Robert II who was the son of Walter Stewart and Marjorie Bruce, daughter of King Robert I (Robert the Bruce) by his first wife Isabella of Mar.  Additionally through Donald the family ancestry can be traced back to Somerled and beyond.
So if my hypothesis is correct the family story of Sir John Alexander MacDonald and myself being descended from Robert the Bruce is correct, and in fact we can trace our lineage back much further than that to Somerled the progenitor of the Clan Donald and beyond.
To validate the hypothesis conclusively would take a great deal more research, and that is assuming that the relevant records still exist.  However the circumstantial evidence appears to indicate that the family history could very well be correct.
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